Customisation Guidance
care seeking and treatment of Diarrhoea - Questionnaire for children under 5
DA6 & DA8
While you will not need to change these standard questions, you may need to customise the answer categories to reflect the specific reality of the country. Use previous MICS, DHS, or similar surveys as a reference, especially with a view to comparability of results. Make sure that other modules that use a similar list of sources of health care are harmonised.
DA9
The text in red, should be replaced by the local name(s) of diarrhoea treatment most commonly used for:
· DA9 [A]: the ORS packet solution, i.e., the Oral Rehydration Salts that are distributed or sold in a powder form to which water is later added before use.

· DA9 [B]: the pre-packed ORS liquids, i.e., the ORS solutions that are distributed or sold already prepared in a liquid form ready for consumption (no need to add water). Examples of local names include Electral, Enerlyte, Gastrolyte, Hydralyte, Pedialyte, etc. Please confirm names of brands used locally. If you have verified that such preparations do not exist in the country, you may delete sub-item [B].

· DA9 [C]: Zinc tablets or syrup. Commercial names will vary by region. Examples include: Galzin, Orazinc, ImmuZinc, Zincate, e-Zinc, etc. Please confirm names of brands used locally.

· DA9 [D]: the government-recommended homemade fluid(s), i.e., the fluids prepared at home that the government recommends be given to children with diarrhoea, especially when ORS is not immediately available. Add additional government-recommended fluids as sub-items [E], [F], etc. if necessary. Ingredients promoted by the government for making the recommended home fluids should be reflected, unless a common term is widely used.
New rehydration and zinc-based products are being launched in some countries. Some have zinc and ORS packaged together. It is important to find out about all such products available locally so they can be reflected in DA9. You may reach out to the Regional MICS Coordinator to establish the most appropriate wording for newer and existing products, if necessary.
DA11
The respondent may not know the name of the medicine or whether it was an antibiotic or another type of medicine. Talk to experts and collect information on the types of antibiotics, antimotility products and other medicines and remedies commonly used in the country to treat diarrhoea.
Depending on the number of different brands used in the country, provide lists of antibiotics, antimotility products and other medicines to interviewers. If necessary, provide them with sample packages or photos of packages, though in many countries medicine is not provided in packages, but rather in clear bags indicating contents.
