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Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) is UNICEF’s flagship household survey programme. Developed in the early 1990s to generate data for the World Summit for Children indicators in the mid-1990s and early 2000s, MICS is now a continuous survey programme, a major source of data for national policies and programmes, and for tracking progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The current round of MICS7 began in 2023.
MICS Complementary Topics
The standard MICS Base questionnaires are used as the foundation for building customised, country/survey-specific questionnaires. Implementing agencies, typically National Statistical Offices, add selected topics to the Base questionnaires. The Global MICS Programme offers several Complementary Topics for consideration. Inclusion is guided by survey scope, objectives, priorities, content constraints, funding availability, and other concerns.
For MICS Base questionnaires and a full list of MICS Complementary Topics please visit the MICS website: mics.unicef.org 
This document presents background information on a Complementary Topic and details on considerations and implications of including the topic on overall survey design, logistics, training, timing, and other survey processes.
The Complementary Topic’s Questionnaire module(s) and customisation guidance are provided in the zipped folder together with this document. The module(s) should be added to the Base Questionnaires as indicated in the Guidelines for the Customisation of MICS7 Questionnaires.
All other tools related to this Complementary Topic, such as the data processing application, tabulation plan and syntaxes, survey findings report template, and statistical snapshots are already part of the standard MICS tools, which include all Base Questionnaire Topics and Complementary Topics, so that the main customisation activity in these tools will be to delete topics not included in the final survey questionnaires. See details within this document.



[bookmark: _Toc115100838][bookmark: _Toc124937658]Introduction
The topic of Birth Registration covers children under age five. The module is for the Questionnaire for Children Under Five and is just three questions.
[bookmark: _Toc124937659]Conceptual Background
Society first acknowledges a child’s existence and identity through birth registration. The right to be recognised as a person before the law is a critical step in ensuring lifelong protection and is a prerequisite for exercising all other rights. A birth certificate is proof of that legal identity and is the basis upon which children can establish a nationality, avoid the risk of statelessness, and seek protection from violence and exploitation. For example, proof of age is needed to help prevent child labour, child marriage, and underage recruitment into the armed forces. A birth certificate may also be required to access social service systems, including health, education, and justice.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Birth Registration for Every Child by 2030: Are we on track? New York, UNICEF, 2019. https://www.unicef.org/media/62981/file/Birth-registration-for-every-child-by-2030.pdf ] 

[bookmark: _Toc124937660]History, development, and validation of Definitions and measurement
The Birth Registration module was first introduced in MICS3.
The number of children who have acquired their right to a legal identity is based on official registration figures, censuses, vital statistics and household surveys. Civil registration systems that are functioning effectively compile vital statistics that are used to compare the estimated total number of births in a country with the absolute number of registered births during a given period. However, the systematic recording of births in most countries remains a serious challenge. In the absence of reliable administrative data, household surveys have become a key source of data to monitor levels and trends in birth registration. In most low- and middle-income countries, such surveys represent the sole source of this information. The two main global household survey programmes that collect data on birth registration are the MICS and the Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS).
[bookmark: _Toc124937661]Global Indicator Frameworks, Global Partners, and Data Sources
The birth registration module provides an estimate of the proportion of children under five whose births are registered with the civil authority as reported by their mothers (or primary caregivers), formulated as MICS7 indicator PR.1 and defined as follows:
[image: ]
MICS Indicator PR.1 corresponds to SDG Indicator 16.9.1. The custodian agencies are UNICEF and the UN Statistics Division (UNSD), with partner agencies UNFPA and the Population Division of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs.
The SDG Indicator metadata is available here: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/?Target=16.9 
UNICEF topical overview and data:
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/birth-registration 
For UNICEF’s (or other agency) indicator databases, visit: 
https://data.unicef.org/dv_index/
[bookmark: _Toc124937665]Considerations for inclusion
The module is not relevant for countries with full coverage (i.e., 100%) of birth registration through civil registration and vital statistics systems. Similarly, if there is a functioning CRVS system in the country that can generate quality data on birth registration coverage, then it may not be relevant to include the module since there is an alternate data source. While the results could validate the comprehensiveness of administrative records, the data collected based on the module differ methodologically from typical registration records tracking annual births, registrations, and issuance of birth certificates on cohorts by year of birth. The MICS Indicator reports on children under age five (and disaggregates age <1, 1, 2, etc.) at the time of the survey, not by calendar year. Comparisons, especially at high levels of coverage, should be done carefully.
The advantage of including the module in MICS (and in other surveys) is the ability to disaggregate in order to identify vulnerable populations and inequities. Typically, CRVS systems are limited when it comes to disaggregation.
Adding the module is with only minimal burden to the survey.
[bookmark: _Toc124937664]Sampling considerations
The topic does generally not impact sample size considerations.
As the module is asked to all children under age five, it will be possible to calculate the indicators for the estimated number of children that will be eligible for the questionnaire and hence produce enough number of cases for standard disaggregates.
[bookmark: _Toc124937666]Logistics and other potential challenges
The module does not pose challenges related to logistics.
[bookmark: _Toc124937667]Questions, placement, and customisation
[bookmark: _Toc124937668]The tool
The questionnaire modules are available in the zip file together with this document.
[bookmark: _Toc124937669]Placement of module in the Base Questionnaire
The modules should be placed as indicated in the Guidelines for the Customisation of MICS7 Questionnaires. Please note that depending on overall questionnaire content, this placement may shift. 
The mother of the child will be the respondent, except in cases where the mother is not a member of the household, in which case a primary caregiver will be identified in the list of household members, the very first module in the Base household questionnaire.
[bookmark: _Toc124937670]Customisation guidelines
The customisation guidelines specific to the topic is available in the zipped file together with this document. These are subject to any structural customisation done on the Base Questionnaires, such as overall eligibility criteria or sample selection.
[bookmark: _Toc124937675]Data Processing and data collection Application 
The standard MICS Data Collection Application includes all MICS topics, that is, both those available in the Base Questionnaires and those that are in Complementary Topic Packages. Data Processing colleagues in survey teams will remove topics not included in the survey prior to the CAPI test.
There are no specific aspects relating to data processing with regards to this topic.
[bookmark: _Toc124937671]Training considerations
There are no significant considerations around covering this topic during fieldwork training. 
An informed subject matter expert is always an advantage to deliver the introduction to the topic. It is important that the trainees have comprehensive knowledge of the processes and terminology used in the country with regards to birth registration, as these relate directly to the potential responses provided during interviews. Examples of registrations forms, birth notifications, and certificates will be valuable to alert interviewers to what they can expect to see in the field.
Training can be based on the questionnaire module and the accompanying instructions for interviewers. No additional practise is necessary.
As already included in the template training agenda, a 15-minute session should be adequate. The content is recommended to include:
· Introduction by Birth Registration Expert: System of country, expected prevalence, birth notification.
· Importance of observation of birth certificates.
· What is registered without certificate?
· Clarification often needed in interviews.
· Q&A
Please refer to recommendations for main fieldwork training for additional information in relation to overall agenda and considerations. This will be available on the MICS website under MICS7 tools in advance of the first MICS7 surveys.
[bookmark: _Toc124937672]Instructions for Field Teams
Instructions for interviewers are included in the full template document. This will be available on the MICS website under MICS7 tools in advance of the first MICS7 surveys. Customise as needed.
There are no specific instructions to Field Supervisors or Measurers for this topic.
[bookmark: _Toc124937673]Tabulation plan and Syntax
Tabulations for this topic are included in the full tabulation plan for MICS7, as for all other topics.
The topic generates table PR.1.1. The tabulation plan for the Survey Finding Report’s Chapter 9, Protected from violence and exploitation, will be available on the MICS website under MICS7 tools in advance of the reporting stage of the first MICS7 surveys.
Given the importance of physical observation of birth certificates, a Data Quality table (Table DQ.4.3) is produced for the Data Quality Annex to the Survey Findings Report.  
The associated tabulation syntax will be available as part of the full syntax folder on the MICS website under MICS7 tools in advance of the reporting stage of the first MICS7 surveys.
Both tabulation plan and syntax files will need customisation depending on survey content, customisation to questionnaires, and data.
[bookmark: _Toc124937674]Survey Findings Report and Statistical Snapshots 
The topic is included in the template Survey Findings Report. Customisation is necessary, especially where directly indicated in the template. The topic is also included in the specific Statistical Snapshot on Birth Registration. Customisation is necessary.
Both Survey Findings Report and Statistical Snapshots will be available on the MICS website under MICS7 tools in advance of the reporting stage of the first MICS7 surveys.
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