Customisation Guidance
Birth Registration - Questionnaire for Children Under 5
The necessary customisation in this module should be based on documentation of current system and processes for birth registration and certification. This information is a required appendix to the Survey Plan document.
BR1
A ‘birth certificate’ is a vital record that documents the birth of a child. This can be either the original document certifying the circumstances of the birth, or a certified copy or representation of the registration of that birth, depending on the practices of the country issuing the certificate.
You must be sensitive to legal issues surrounding birth registration. If there is a legal burden on parents to register every birth, and especially if sanctions are in place for non-registration, it may be difficult to obtain accurate responses to this question as well as the subsequent questions.
It is very important that the interviewer sees the certificate if there is one. This document can also be used to check the correctness of date of birth and age information for the child.
Please obtain copies of birth certificates and different types of registration documents (as appropriate and available) issued in the last 5 years and use in training and possibly in fieldwork.
BR2
In some countries, a child may not have been issued a birth certificate (or the birth certificate might have been lost) but the birth may still have been registered with the ‘civil authorities’, sometimes referred to as the ‘civil registrar’. This is the official authorised to register the occurrence of a vital event (such as a live birth) and to record the required details. The registrar (or ‘civil authorities’) will typically make a birth record (an entry in the birth register) that should contain, at a minimum: 1) the child’s name at birth, 2) the child’s sex, 3) the child’s date and place of birth, 4) the parents’ names and addresses, and 5) the parents’ citizenship.
A birth is typically not to be considered registered with the appropriate authority by evidence of a birth notification, which typically is a document issued by health facilities for parents to use for actual registration.
Customise the text in red to terminology used in the survey setting and that is easily understood by respondents.

