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[bookmark: _Toc142800381]Literacy among Young Women

One of the World Fit for Children goals is to assure adult literacy.  Adult literacy is also an MDG indicator, relating to both men and women. [In MICS, since only a women’s questionnaire was administered, the results are based only on females age 15-24]. Literacy is assessed on the ability of the respondent to read a short simple statement or based on school attendance.  [Example text for Table ED.1] The percent literate is presented in Table ED.1 and ED.1M.  Table ED.1 indicates that [only a quarter] of women in [Country] are literate and that literacy status [varies greatly] by area. Of women who stated that primary school was their highest level of education, [just %%] percent were actually able to read the statement shown to them. [Provide information on men and additional information on the key findings.]

[PLACE TABLE ED.1 ABOUT HERE]

[PLACE TABLE ED.1M ABOUT HERE]

School Readiness

Attendance to pre-school education in an organised learning or child education programme is important for the readiness of children to school. Table ED.2 shows the proportion of children in the first grade of primary school who attended pre-school the previous year. [Example text for Table ED.2]  Overall, [%%] percent of children who are currently attending the first grade of primary school were attending pre-school the previous year. The proportion among males is [slightly higher] ([%%] percent) than females ([%%] percent), while almost [two-thirds] of children in urban areas ([%%] percent) had attended pre-school the previous year compared to [%%] percent among children living in rural areas. Regional differentials are also very significant; first graders in [name of region] have attended pre-school [nine] times as much ([%%] percent) as their counterparts in [name of region] ([%%] percent).  Socioeconomic status appears to have a positive correlation with school readiness – while the indicator is [only] [%%] percent among the poorest households, it increases to [%%] percent among those children living in the richest households.

[PLACE TABLE ED.2 ABOUT HERE]


[bookmark: _Toc142800380]Primary and Secondary School Participation

Universal access to basic education and the achievement of primary education by the world’s children is one of the most important goals of the Millennium Development Goals and A World Fit for Children.  Education is a vital prerequisite for combating poverty, empowering women, protecting children from hazardous and exploitative labour and sexual exploitation, promoting human rights and democracy, protecting the environment, and influencing population growth. 

The indicators for primary and secondary school attendance include:
· Net intake rate in primary education
· Primary school net attendance ratio (adjusted)
· Secondary school net attendance ratio (adjusted)
· Female to male education ratio (or gender parity index - GPI) in primary and secondary school
The indicators of school progression include:
· Children reaching last grade of primary 
· Primary completion rate
· Transition rate to secondary school

In [Country], children enter primary school at [age 6] and enter secondary school at [age 11]. There are [6 grades] in primary school and [6 grades] in secondary school. In primary school, grades are referred to as [year 1 to year 6/standard 1 to standard 6 (replace with the equivalent terms)]. For secondary school, grades are referred to as [Form 1 to Form 6 (replace with the equivalent terms)]. The school year typically runs from [September] of one year to [June] of the following year. 

[Example text for Table ED.3] Of children who are of primary school entry age ([age 6]) in [Country], [%%] percent are attending the first grade of primary school (Table ED.3). Sex differentials [do not] exist; however, [significant] differentials are present by region and urban-rural areas. In [name of region], for instance, the value of the indicator reaches [%%] percent, while it is [%%] percent in [name of region]. Children’s participation to primary school is timelier in urban areas ([%%] percent) than in rural areas ([%%] percent). A positive correlation with mother’s education and socioeconomic status is observed; for children age [6] whose mothers have at least secondary school education, [%%] percent were attending the first grade. In rich households, the proportion is around [%%] percent, while it is [%%] percent among children living in the poorest households.

[PLACE TABLE ED.3 ABOUT HERE]

Table ED.4 provides the percentage of children of primary school age [6 to 11 years] who are attending primary or secondary school[footnoteRef:1]. [Example of text for Table ED.4] [The majority] of children of primary school age are attending school ([%%] percent). However, [%%] percent of the children are out of school when they are expected to be participating in school. In urban areas [%%] percent of children attend school while in rural areas attendance is only [%%] percent. [Provide additional information on the key findings].  [1:  Ratios presented in this table are "adjusted" since they include not only primary school attendance, but also secondary school attendance in the numerator.] 


[PLACE TABLE ED.4 ABOUT HERE]

The secondary school net attendance ratio is presented in Table ED.5[footnoteRef:2]. [Example of text for Table ED.5] More dramatic than in primary school where [%%] percent of the children are not attending school at all, is the fact that only half of the children of secondary school age are attending secondary school. Of the remaining half some of them are either out of school or attending primary school; [one in four] ([%%] percent) of the children of secondary school age are attending primary school when they should be attending secondary school while the remaining [%%] percent are not attending school at all. [Provide information on the key findings.] [2:  Ratios presented in this table are "adjusted" since they include not only secondary school attendance, but also attendance to higher levels in the numerator.] 


[PLACE TABLE ED.5 ABOUT HERE]

The percentage of children entering first grade who eventually reach the last grade of primary school is presented in Table ED.6. [Example of text for Table ED.6] Of all children starting grade one, [the majority] of them ([%%] percent) will eventually reach the last grade. Notice that this number includes children that repeat grades and that eventually move up to reach last grade. [Provide information on the key findings.]

[PLACE TABLE ED.6 ABOUT HERE]

The primary school completion rate and transition rate to secondary education are presented in Table ED.7.  The primary completion rate is the ratio of the total number of students, regardless of age, entering the last grade of primary school for the first time, to the number of children of the primary graduation age at the beginning of the current (or most recent) school year. [Example of text for Table ED.7] At the moment of the survey, the primary school completion rate is [%%] percent.  [Provide more information on the key findings.] 

[Unfortunately], only [%%] percent of the children that completed successfully the last grade of primary school were found at the moment the survey to be attending the first grade of secondary school. [Provide more information on the key findings.]

[PLACE TABLE ED.7 ABOUT HERE]

[bookmark: _GoBack]The ratio of girls to boys attending primary and secondary education is provided in Table ED.8. These ratios are better known as the Gender Parity Index (GPI). Notice that the ratios included here are obtained from net attendance ratios rather than gross attendance ratios. The last ratios provide an erroneous description of the GPI mainly because in most of the cases the majority of over-age children attending primary education tend to be boys.  [Example of text for Table ED.7] The table shows that gender parity for primary school is [close to 1.00], indicating [no] difference in the attendance of girls and boys to primary school. However, the indicator [drops] to [0.##] for secondary education. The [disadvantage] of girls is particularly pronounced in [name of region], as well as among children living in the poorest households and rural areas. [Provide more information on other key findings.]

[PLACE TABLE ED.8 ABOUT HERE]


