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Tobacco use is a known risk factor for many deadly diseases. Smoking cigarettes, pipes, or cigars increase the risk of cardiovascular disease, respiratory illness and cause lung and other forms of cancer. Smokeless tobacco products are also known to cause cancer. 

Excessive alcohol use also increases the risk of many harmful health conditions. In the long-term, excessive drinking can lead to cardiovascular problems, neurological impairments, liver disease and social problems. Alcohol abuse is also associated with injuries and violence, including intimate partner violence and child maltreatment.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, http://www.cdc.gov/
] 


Information was collected on tobacco and alcohol use among women and men 15-49 years old. This information will help to understand:

· ever and current use of cigarettes and the age at which cigarette smoking first started
· ever and current use of smoked and smokeless tobacco products
· the intensity of use, of cigarettes, and smoked and smokeless tobacco products
· ever and current use of alcohol, and intensity of use

Tobacco Use 

Table TA.1 presents the current and ever use of tobacco products by women 15-49 years old, and table TA.1M presents the corresponding information for men of the same age group. 

In [Country], use of tobacco products is [more common] among men than among women. [%%] percent of men and [%%] percent of women reported to have ever used a tobacco product. 

[%%] percent of men and [%%] percent of women smoked cigarettes, or used smoked or smokeless tobacco products on one or more days during the last one month. Tobacco use among women is [more common] in urban areas than in rural areas, while among men the proportion that use tobacco is [more or less the same] in urban as in rural areas. The highest proportion of tobacco use by women is found in [name of region] ([%%] percent), while the highest proportion of tobacco use by men is found in [name of region] ([%%] percent).  Among current male and female users of tobacco, the tobacco product that is the most common is [cigarettes] ([%%] percent of women and [%%] percent of men smoked only cigarettes in the last one month). 

 [PLACE TABLE TA.1 ABOUT HERE]

[PLACE TABLE TA.1M ABOUT HERE]

The results of the 2011 [Country] MICS show that [%%] percent of men 15-49 years old smoked a cigarette for the first time before age 15 (see table TA.2M). Among women the corresponding percentage is [%%] (see table TA.2). While [%%] percent of women 15-19 years of age and [%%] percent of women 20-24 years of age smoked a cigarette before the age 15, only [%%] percent of women 35-39 years of age smoked a cigarette before age 15 ([the proportion is similar for the 40-44 and 45-49 age groups]). [Add more text describing the pattern for men]

As displayed in table TA.2M, among men that currently smoke cigarettes, [%%] percent smoked more than 20 cigarettes in the last 24 hours. Women [do not smoke as much]:  [only] [%%] percent of women that currently smoke cigarettes, smoked more than 20 cigarettes in the last 24 hours. [%%] percent of women and [%%] percent of men smoked 10 or more cigarettes in the last 24 hours. 

[PLACE TABLE TA.2 ABOUT HERE]

[PLACE TABLE TA.2M ABOUT HERE]



Alcohol Use 

In table TA.3 women’s use of alcohol is shown. [%%] percent of women 15-49 years old had at least one drink of alcohol on one or more days during the last one month. [%%] percent of women of the same age group first drank alcohol before the age of 15 while [%%] percent of women never had one drink of alcohol. Among the younger age groups, the proportion of women who had at least one drink of alcohol before age 15 [is higher] than among the older age groups. 

The proportion of men that consume alcohol [is higher] than the proportion of women that consume alcohol (see table TA.3M). [%%] percent of men 15-49 years old had at least one drink of alcohol on one or more days during the last one month. Use of alcohol before the age of 15 [is also more common] among men than among women ([%%] percent of men age 15-49 years drank alcohol before age 15, compared to [%%] percent of women). 

The use of alcohol by women and men [varies somewhat by wealth quintiles and by area]. Particularly among women, alcohol use is more common in [urban areas] and among women belonging to the [richest] households. The highest proportion of alcohol use by women is found in [name of region] ([%%] percent). Among men, the differentials by [wealth quintiles and by area are less marked]. 

[PLACE TABLE TA.3 ABOUT HERE]

[PLACE TABLE TA.3M ABOUT HERE]








