[bookmark: _Toc142800382]XI. 	Child Protection



Birth Registration

The International Convention on the Rights of the Child states that every child has the right to a name and a nationality and the right to protection from being deprived of his or her identity.  Birth registration is a fundamental means of securing these rights for children. The World Fit for Children states the goal to develop systems to ensure the registration of every child at or shortly after birth, and fulfil his or her right to acquire a name and a nationality, in accordance with national laws and relevant international instruments.  The MICS indicator related to birth registration is the percentage of children under 5 years of age whose birth is registered.

[PLACE TABLE CP.1 ABOUT HERE]

[Example text for Table CP.1] The births of [%%] percent of children under five years in [Country] have been registered (Table CP.1).  There are [no] significant variations in birth registration across sex, age, or education categories.  Children in [name of region] are somewhat less likely to have their births registered than other children [but this appears to be due primarily to a relatively large proportion of mothers/caretakers who do not know if their child’s birth was registered]. [Provide more information on the key findings.]


[bookmark: _Toc142800383]Child Labour

Article 32 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child states: "States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's education, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development..." The World Fit for Children mentions nine strategies to combat child labour and the MDGs call for the protection of children against exploitation. In the MICS questionnaire, a number of questions addressed the issue of child labour, that is, children 5-14 years of age involved in labour activities.  A child is considered to be involved in child labour activities at the moment of the survey if during the week preceding the survey he/she performed the following activities:
· Ages 5-11: at least one hour of economic work or 28 hours of domestic work per week. 
· Ages 12-14: at least 14 hours of economic work or 28 hours of domestic work per week. 

This definition allows differentiation between child labour and child work to identify the type of work that should be eliminated. [Example text for Table CP.2] Table CP.2 presents the results of child labour by the type of work. Percentages do not add up to the total child labour as children may be involved in more than one type of work. [Provide information on the key findings.]

[PLACE TABLE CP.2 ABOUT HERE]

[Example text for Table CP.3] Table CP.3 presents the percentage of children age 5-14 years involved in child labour who are attending school and percentage of children age 5-14 years attending school who are involved in child labour. Of the [%%] percent of the children 5-14 years of age attending school, [%%] percent are also involved in child labour activities. On the other hand, out of the [%%] percent of the children who are involved in child labour, [the majority] of them are also attending school ([%%] percent).  [Provide more information on the key findings.]

[PLACE TABLE CP.3 ABOUT HERE]


[bookmark: _Toc142800384]Child Discipline

As stated in A World Fit for Children, “children must be protected against any acts of violence …” and the Millennium Declaration calls for the protection of children against abuse, exploitation and violence. In the [Country] MICS survey, respondents to the household questionnaire were asked a series of questions on the ways adults in the household tend to use to discipline children during the past month preceding the survey.  Note that for the child discipline module, one child age 2-14 per household was selected randomly during fieldwork.  Out of these questions, the two indicators used to describe aspects of child discipline are: 1) the number of children 2-14 years that experience psychological aggression as punishment or physical punishment; and 2) the number of respondents who believe that in order to raise children properly, they need be physically punished.  

[PLACE TABLE CP.4 ABOUT HERE]

[Example text for Table CP.4] In [Country], [%%] percent of children age 2-14 years were subjected to at least one form of psychological or physical punishment by their parents or other adult household members during the past month preceding the survey. More importantly, [%%] percent of children were subjected to severe physical punishment. On the other hand, [%%] percent of respondents to the household questionnaires believed that children should be physically punished, [which implies an interesting contrast with the actual prevalence of physical discipline].

Male children were subjected to physical discipline ([%%] percent) [more] than female children ([%%] percent). [It is very interesting that] differentials with respect to many of the background variables were [relatively small]. [Despite the fact that older children, those living in rural areas, and those living in the poorest households were subjected to at least one psychological or physical punishment, the differentials were small].  It is of importance also to note that [many] less respondents ([%%] percent) believe that in the need for physically punishment compared to the percentage of children who are subject to such practice ([%%] percent).  


[bookmark: _Toc142800385]Early Marriage and Polygyny

Marriage before the age of 18 is a reality for many young girls. According to UNICEF's worldwide estimates, over 60 million women age 20-24 were married/in union before the age of 18. Factors that influence child marriage rates include: the state of the country's civil registration system, which provides proof of age for children; the existence of an adequate legislative framework with an accompanying enforcement mechanism to address cases of child marriage; and the existence of customary or religious laws and practices that condone the practice. 

In many parts of the world parents encourage the marriage of their daughters while they are still children in hopes that the marriage will benefit them both financially and socially, while also relieving financial burdens on the family. In actual fact, child marriage is a violation of human rights, compromising the development of girls and often resulting in early pregnancy and social isolation, with little education and poor vocational training reinforcing the gendered nature of poverty. The right to 'free and full' consent to a marriage is recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights - with the recognition that consent cannot be 'free and full' when one of the parties involved is not sufficiently mature to make an informed decision about a life partner. 

Closely related to the issue of child marriage is the age at which girls become sexually active. Women who are married before the age of 18 tend to have more children than those who marry later in life.  Pregnancy related deaths are known to be a leading cause of mortality for both married and unmarried girls between the ages of 15 and 19, particularly among the youngest of this cohort. There is evidence to suggest that girls who marry at young ages are more likely to marry older men which puts them at increased risk of HIV infection. The demand for this young wife to reproduce and the power imbalance resulting from the age differential lead to very low condom use among such couples. 

[Example text for Table CP.5] Two of the indicators are to estimate the percentage of women married before 15 years of age and percentage married before 18 years of age.  The percentage of women married at various ages is provided in Table CP.5.  About [one in five] young women age 15-19 years is currently married ([%%] percent). This proportion [does not vary much] between urban ([%%] percent) and rural ([%%] percent), but is [strongly] related to the level of education.  The percentage of women in a polygynous union is also provided in Table CP.5. [Provide further description of the table.]  

[PLACE TABLE CP.5 ABOUT HERE]

[Example text for Table CP.5M] The percentage of men married at various ages is provided in Table CP.5M.  [%%] percent of young men age 15-19 years is currently married. This proportion [does not vary much] between urban ([%%] percent) and rural ([%%] percent), but is [strongly] related to the level of education.  The percentage of men in a polygynous union is also provided in Table CP.5M. [Provide further description of the table.]  

[PLACE TABLE CP.5M ABOUT HERE]

[Example text for Tables CP.6 and CP.6M] Table CP.6 and CP6.M present respectively the proportion of women and men who were first married or entered into a marital union before age 15 and 18 by area and age groups. Examining the percentages married before age 15 and 18 by different age groups allow us to see the trends in early marriage over time. [Provide further description of the tables.]  

[PLACE TABLE CP.6 ABOUT HERE]

[PLACE TABLE CP.6M ABOUT HERE]

[Example text for Table CP.7] Another component is the spousal age difference with an indicator being the percentage of married/in union women with a difference of 10 or more years younger than their current spouse.  Table CP.7 presents the results of the age difference between husbands and wives. The results show that there are [some important] spousal age differences in [Country].  About [one in five] women age 20-24 is currently married to a man who is older by ten years or more ([%%] percent, and about [one in four] women age 15-19 are currently married to men who are older by ten years or more ([%%] percent). [Provide further description of the table.]

[PLACE TABLE CP.7 ABOUT HERE]


[bookmark: _Toc142800386]Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting

Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) is the partial or total removal of the female external genitalia or other injury to the female genital organs.  FGM/C is always traumatic with immediate complications including excruciating pain, shock, urine retention, ulceration of the genitals and injury to adjacent tissue.  Other complications include septicaemia, infertility, obstructed labour, and even death.  [Provide a description of FGM/C practices in the country; an example follows.]  The procedure is generally carried out on girls between the ages of 4 and 14; it is also done to infants, women who are about to be married and, sometimes, to women who are pregnant with their first child or who have just given birth. It is often performed by traditional practitioners, including midwives and barbers, without anaesthesia, using scissors, razor blades or broken glass. 

FGM/C is a fundamental violation of human rights. It subjects girls and women to health risks and has life-threatening consequences. Among those rights violated are the rights to the highest attainable standard of health and to bodily integrity. Furthermore, it could be argued that girls (under 18) cannot be said to give informed consent to such a potentially damaging practice as FGM/C. 

[Example text for Table CP.8] Table CP.8 presents the prevalence of FGM/C among women and the type and extent of the procedure. The table shows that [%%] percent of women age 15-49 had some form of female genital mutilation. The percentages declined from [%%] percent for women without formal education to [%%] percent for women with secondary education and above. The practice appears [more common] in rural areas, [name of region] [name of ethnic group] and among households in the [poorest and second] wealth quintile[s]. [Provide further description of the table.]

[PLACE TABLE CP.8 ABOUT HERE]

[bookmark: _GoBack][Example text for Table CP.9] Table CP.9 presents the prevalence and extent of FGM/C performed on the respondents’ daughters age 0-14.  Overall, [%%] per cent of girls have undergone FGM/C. Daughters whose mothers have no education ([%%] percent) are more likely to be exposed to the practice of FGM/C compared to daughters whose mothers have primary education ([%%] percent) or secondary education ([%%] percent). [Provide further description of the table.]

[PLACE TABLE CP.9 ABOUT HERE]

[Example text for Table CP.10] Table CP.10 presents the woman’s attitudes towards FGM/C. Regarding opinion as to whether the practice should be continued or discontinued, [%%] percent of women thought it should be continued while [%%] percent believed it should be discontinued. Women in [name of region] are more likely to approve of the continuation of the practice of FGM/C than women in other regions. Approval of the continuation of the practice is highest among women with no education ([%%] percent) than those with secondary education and above ([%%] percent). Women from the richest households are less likely to approve of the continuation of the practice than women from the poorest households. [Provide further description of the table.]

[PLACE TABLE CP.10 ABOUT HERE]


[bookmark: _Toc142800387]Attitudes toward Domestic Violence

The [Country] MICS4 assessed the attitudes of women and men age 15-49 years towards wife/partner beating for a variety of scenarios by asking the respondents whether husbands are justified to hit or beat their wives/partners for a variety of scenarios.  These questions were asked to have an indication of cultural beliefs that tend to be associated with the prevalence of violence against women by their husbands/partners. The main assumption here is that women that agree with the statements indicating that husbands/partners are justified to beat their wives/partners under the situations described in reality tend to be abused by their own husbands/partners and similarly, men who agree with the statements in reality tend to exercise violence towards their wives or partners. 

The responses to these questions can be found in Table CP.11 for women and in Table CP.11M for men.  Overall, [%%] percent of women in [Country] feel that a husband/partner has a right to hit or beat his wife/partner for at least one of a variety of reasons. Women who approve a husband’s violence, in most cases agree and justify violence in instances when the woman neglects the children ([%%] percent), or if she demonstrates her autonomy, e.g. goes out without telling her husband or argues with him ([%%] percent). Around [one-third] of women believe that a husband has a right to hit or beat his wife/partner if she refuses to have sex with him or if she burns the food. Acceptance is [more present] among those living in poorest households, less educated, and also currently married women. [Provide further description of the table.]

As shown in Table CP11M, men are more likely to agree than women with one of the reasons to justify wife beating (%% percent of men compared to %% percent of women). %% percent of men agree that a husband has a right to beat his wife if she neglects children, %% agree if she argues with him and %% agree if she goes out without telling him. Men living in the poorest households are much more likely to agree with one of the reasons (%% percent) than men living in the richest households. The percentage of men approving of at least one reason is highest in [name of region] (%% percent) and lowest in [name of region] (%% percent) 

[PLACE TABLE CP.11 ABOUT HERE]
[PLACE TABLE CP.11M ABOUT HERE]

