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This report is based on the [Country] Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, conducted in [2010] by the [list national agencies involved in the survey]. The survey provides valuable information on the situation of children and women in [Country], and was based, in large part, on the needs to monitor progress towards goals and targets emanating from recent international agreements: the Millennium Declaration, adopted by all 191 United Nations Member States in September 2000, and the Plan of Action of A World Fit For Children, adopted by 189 Member States at the United Nations Special Session on Children in May 2002. Both of these commitments build upon promises made by the international community at the 1990 World Summit for Children.

In signing these international agreements, governments committed themselves to improving conditions for their children and to monitoring progress towards that end. UNICEF was assigned a supporting role in this task (see table below).


	
A Commitment to Action: National and International Reporting Responsibilities

The governments that signed the Millennium Declaration and the World Fit for Children Declaration and Plan of Action also committed themselves to monitoring progress towards the goals and objectives they contained: 

“We will monitor regularly at the national level and, where appropriate, at the regional level and assess progress towards the goals and targets of the present Plan of Action at the national, regional and global levels. Accordingly, we will strengthen our national statistical capacity to collect, analyse and disaggregate data, including by sex, age and other relevant factors that may lead to disparities, and support a wide range of child-focused research. We will enhance international cooperation to support statistical capacity-building efforts and build community capacity for monitoring, assessment and planning.” (A World Fit for Children, paragraph 60)

“…We will conduct periodic reviews at the national and subnational levels of progress in order to address obstacles more effectively and accelerate actions.…” (A World Fit for Children, paragraph 61)

The Plan of Action (paragraph 61) also calls for the specific involvement of UNICEF in the preparation of periodic progress reports:

 “… As the world’s lead agency for children, the United Nations Children’s Fund is requested to continue to prepare and disseminate, in close collaboration with Governments, relevant funds, programmes and the specialized agencies of the United Nations system, and all other relevant actors, as appropriate, information on the progress made in the implementation of the Declaration and the Plan of Action.”

Similarly, the Millennium Declaration (paragraph 31) calls for periodic reporting on progress: 

“…We request the General Assembly to review on a regular basis the progress made in implementing the provisions of this Declaration, and ask the Secretary-General to issue periodic reports for consideration by the General Assembly and as a basis for further action.”




[Note: Briefly mention national efforts to accomplish the above goals, including how MICS findings fit into an overall plan to assess the situation in the country. In this context, you may consider mentioning national development strategies, poverty reduction strategies, national action plans for children, the Millennium Development Goals, the World Fit for Children goals, the UNICEF Country Programme, UN Development Assistance Framework, and reporting on the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women]

This final report presents the results of the indicators and topics covered in the survey. 
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The [2010] [Country] Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey has as its primary objectives:

· To provide up-to-date information for assessing the situation of children and women in [Country];

· To furnish data needed for monitoring progress toward goals established in the Millennium Declaration and other internationally agreed upon goals, as a basis for future action;

· To contribute to the improvement of data and monitoring systems in [Country] and to strengthen technical expertise in the design, implementation, and analysis of such systems.

· To generate data on the situation of children and women, including the identification of vulnerable groups and of disparities, to inform policies and interventions.
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