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P R E F A C E 
 

Achieving the goals and targets of the Millennium Declaration, the World Fit for Children 
initiative and other international commitments is contingent on monitoring progress, using 
agreed-upon indicators which are comparable across countries and over time. In fulfilling this 
need, it is necessary that internationally comparable, yet nationally relevant household surveys 
be conducted, to serve both national and global level monitoring. 
 
Household surveys are the most commonly used tools for collecting social data. During the last 
decade, the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) have proved to be valuable and robust 
tools in filling gaps in data. The current round of MICS (MICS3) was designed to collect 
information on a large number of indicators required for monitoring the goals and targets of the 
Millennium Declaration, the World Fit for Children Declaration and Plan of Action, the goals of 
the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS and of the African Summit 
on Malaria. In response to this broader need, MICS3 covers a wider range of topics than those 
contained in previous rounds conducted in 1995 and 2000. With the increasing need to monitor 
and evaluate progress, MICS serves a very important purpose as a data collection tool at regular 
and timely intervals. 
 
The third round of MICS surveys is the result of collaborative efforts and consultations with 
many other agencies, particularly United Nations agencies, national counterparts and other 
partners in development. These consultations ensure that the Multiple Indicators Cluster Surveys 
are harmonized with other data collection efforts, and are able to produce relevant, 
internationally- comparable information - the cornerstone of evidence-based decision making for 
the development of policies, strategies and interventions, aimed at the improvement of the lives 
of children and women. 
 
This manual is intended to assist governments and implementing agencies in the planning, design 
and implementation of MICS3 surveys. It is also hoped that it will serve as an important 
reference document in the field of household surveys. 
 
 

 
Saad Houry 
Director, Division of Policy and Planning 
UNICEF, New York 
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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S 
 

The development of the third round of the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys, and of this 
manual, has relied on major contributions from a large number of agencies, including the World 
Health Organization (WHO), the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the 
UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the International Labour 
Organization (ILO), the United Nations Statistics Division, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
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