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Speech 

of United Nations Resident Coordinator, Mr. John Hendra
Date: 

Friday November 30, 2007, 8:30AM
Event: 
Launch of the MICS III Report, Melia Hotel, Ha Noi
Deputy Director-General Mr. Thuc of the General Statistics Office,

Colleagues from Government Ministries and Departments,

Excellencies Ambassadors and Members of the international community 
My fellow Colleagues from the UN, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is very much my privilege as UN Resident Coordinator to be here this morning on behalf of the United Nations Country Team in Viet Nam to help launch the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, otherwise known as the MICS Report.  

At the outset, I would like to thank Mr Thuc and the Viet Nam General Statistics Office for organizing this event. I know that this report represents the culmination of nearly two years of very hard work by both GSO and UNICEF, and I warmly congratulate both organizations on this tremendous contribution to more rigorous monitoring and evidence-based policy making.
The MICS was carried out by the General Statistics Office in Viet Nam, with technical and financial support from UNICEF, as part of the third round of MICS surveys being conducted globally, with rounds one and two taking place in 1995 and 2000 respectively. 
In short, MICS enables countries to produce nationally representative and statistically sound data to monitor national and international targets. It is a major global source of information providing data to monitor progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In short, 21 out of the 48 MDG indicators can be collected through this third round of MICS, making it the largest single source of data for MDG monitoring in the world. 

Viet Nam’s tremendous progress towards the achievement of the MDGs is clearly shown by the MICS results. According to the MICS, 95.4 per cent of children in Viet Nam today are attending primary school, more than ever before. This rate is the same for boys and girls, indicating the substantial progress Viet Nam has made towards gender parity in education. Child mortality rates have been drastically reduced in the past decade with infant mortality now at 22 per thousand live births and under-5 mortality at 27 per 1000. 

The third round of MICS provides us with a vast array of data on issues like these and others including nutrition, child health, environment, reproductive health, child development, child protection, HIV/AIDS and orphaned children. 
This data helps us to identify where Viet Nam is making progress but also, very importantly, where it is lagging behind in achieving its goals and certain MDGs more broadly. For example, in terms of safe water and sanitation, only 61% of the population has access to adequate water and sanitation facilities. Consider pre-school education, where only 57% of children between 3 and 5-years-old are attending pre-school; or breastfeeding, where only 17% of children under six months of age are exclusively breastfed.

In addition, findings from the MICS can also give us a better picture of the often striking disparities that still exist between different ethnic groups, between regions, and across different income groups and education levels. For example, literacy rates for women vary significantly between the majority Kinh group at 96% and other ethnic groups where only 71% are considered literate. Further, only 58% of women in Viet Nam’s northwest region gave birth last year with trained personnel, compared to 88% for the country as a whole.

The results from national surveys such as MICS are very important in guiding planning and evidence-based policy-making efforts at all levels. They help inform decisions so that resources can be allocated where they are needed most – whether to certain sectors such as sanitation or care for orphaned children, or to particular regions of the country, such as the Central Highlands, which still  shows much lower performance than other regions on all MICS indicators.
Good and robust data is important in and of itself, but it is also a critical ingredient to good planning and monitoring. This is why the MICS findings and the report are so important.

The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey represents one of the most important contributions of the UN in Viet Nam. It is a powerful tool in providing up-to-date, reliable and internationally comparable data for assessing the situation of children and women in Viet Nam. 
In doing so, it allows Viet Nam to compare its achievements for children – as well as the challenges still facing its children - with that of other countries at similar levels of socio-economic development. As such, the MICS is a robust monitoring tool for the World Fit for Children Goals, for the Millennium Development Goals, as well as for other major international commitments that Viet Nam has signed up to. 

Generating high-quality data for monitoring purposes is one of the core functions of the United Nations in Viet Nam. As outlined in the One Plan signed by the Government and six participating UN agencies in August 2007 [and I quote]:

 “A common concern of UN agencies is Viet Nam's capacity to monitor and evaluate development progress and to use knowledge more effectively to improve planning and policymaking. …”   
It is in this spirit that UNICEF supported the MICS, along with other UN agencies that support data collection and analysis processes such as the National Census and the Viet Nam Household Living Standards Survey.

The MICS represents a significant contribution to knowledge on the situation of children in Viet Nam, and in the world. Let me conclude by once again congratulating the General Statistics Office and UNICEF for their hard work and tremendous efforts over the past two years to produce this very important product being  launched today. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention. 
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