Deputy Director-General Mr. Thuc of the General Statistics Office,

Esteemed colleagues from the Government ministries and departments,

Members of the international community and UN country team,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

· I congratulate GSO for hard work and great collaboration over past 2 years resulting in MICS 3; UNICEF is very pleased and honoured to work with GSO on the MICS.

· The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) is a household survey programme developed by UNICEF to assist countries in filling data gaps for monitoring the situation of children and women. It was originally developed in response to the World Summit for Children in 1990 to measure progress towards an internationally agreed set of mid-decade goals.

· In its third round now, and implemented in over 50 countries, the MICS is certainly UNICEF’s major contribution when it comes to monitoring the situation of women and children around the world. It serves as a major tool for monitoring progress towards the World Fit for Children Goals, the MDGs, the Convention on the Rights of the Child,  and other internationally agreed benchmarks. 

· The 2006 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) in Viet Nam is a nationally representative survey of households, women and children including a vast array of information on areas such as child mortality, nutrition, child health, environment, reproductive health, child development, education, child protection, HIV/AIDS and orphaned children.


· MICS 3 was designed to provide reliable estimates at the national level for urban and rural areas, in eight regions and reached a response rate of nearly 100% for all three target groups: households, women and children under 5. The sample was distributed evenly across regions and ethnicities, as well as across age groups.

· One of the advantages of the MICS is that it also looks at emerging areas, or areas where we do not yet have any reliable data, such as child labour and attitudes towards domestic violence. 

· Looking at the findings, which you will see in more detail in the upcoming presentation by GSO, we can see that Vietnam has made substantial progress in many areas, and I commend Viet Nam for these accomplishments for children and women.

· At the same time, there are a number of outstanding issues where progress remains slow, and the disparities between regions, ethnicities, education levels and income groups for many of these indicators are stark. These include:

· Births attended by skilled birth attendants: this is at 100% and 98.3% in the Red River Delta and South East Regions respectively, whereas it is as low as 58 % in the North East and North West regions. The difference between the Kinh majority and ethnic minorities is even more striking with 96.4% compared to 45.8%. 
· Water and sanitation: we can see that only 61% of the population in Vietnam are using improved sources of drinking water as well as sanitary means of excreta disposal. These figures again vary greatly by region and ethnicity, being as high as 86.8% for the Red River Delta and strikingly low for the Mekong River Delta at only 31.4%. The difference between the richest and the poorest households is tremendous with 95.8% compared to 12.2%. 
Exclusive breastfeeding: Another striking finding is that only 16.9% of infants aged 0-5 months are exclusively breastfed. This rate is far below the international standard promoted by UNICEF and WHO - exclusive breastfeeding (100%) for all infants up to 6 months of age.

· What does this data therefore tell us about priorities for children in Viet Nam in the future?

· In a number of areas, such as the presence of skilled birth attendants at birth, water and sanitation, breastfeeding, prevalence of orphans, or pre-school education – we see that progress in Viet Nam is less than expected. Viet Nam can, and it must, do better in these areas for its children. A country poised on the brink of middle-income status cannot tolerate, for example, that 36% (over one-third) of its population are not living in households with improved sanitation facilities.
· The disparities mentioned earlier cannot be ignored. The national level aggregate figures we see often in official reports are often quite impressive, but they mask the realities of regional and other differences. The MICS data today shows us just how much is hidden by the national-level aggregates. These disparities are significant, and unlikely to simply disappear unless targeted actions are taken for those children left behind by current efforts. 

· Finally, let me say a word on the emerging areas which the MICS data highlights in this, the third round of MICS in Viet Nam. For the first time, the MICS collected data on child development. The MICS found that only 57% of children under 5 years of age received attention from an adult in more than four activities that promote learning (reading books, telling stories, singing, taking them outside the home, playing, spending time with them). It also found that only 25% of children under 5 years of age had children’s books. As many of you are aware, the early stimulation and care that a young child receives – or does not receive - is crucial for the child’s social, emotional, and intellectual development. While the MICS findings in this area are not cause for panic, they do indicate an area where perhaps further research is needed, and where policy actions may need to be developed to promote early childhood development in society at large. And this again, is one of the primary reasons why the MICS is such a valuable exercise for all of us working in the interests of children.

· Ladies and Gentlemen: I would like to conclude by saying that as the UNICEF Representative, I am honoured to be here standing in partnership with the General Statistics Office to present to you the findings from the MICS report. UNICEF is proud to have supported this effort led by GSO, and we look forward to future collaboration to improve knowledge and data on the situation of children and women in Viet Nam. 


· Thank you.

