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ACRONYMS

CIDA Canadian International Development Agency

INSTAT National Institute of Statistics

IPH Institute of Public Health

ISOP Institute for Public Opinion Studies

LSMS Living Standards Measurement Survey

MDG Millennium Development Goal

MICS Multiple Indicators Cluster Survey

MoH Ministry of Health

MoLSaEO Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities

NGO Non Governmental Organisation

NSDI National Strategy for Development and Integration

SIDA Swedish International Development Agency

SEDA Sustainable Economic Development Agency

UNDP Albania United Nations Development Programme, Albania
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… Gender equality is a milestone in the democratic development process of a

country. For this milestone to be laid at the appropriate place it is necessary that

account be taken of all the gender inequalities arising nowadays in the family,

community and labour market, and in Albanian society in general.

UNICEF, Social Monitor 2006
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Box 1

I feel good because I am useful to my family

In the village where I live, the farming economy does not allow us to save money.

The only cash payments we received before I started as administrator in the

kindergarten, was an old-age pension and state financial assistance, which helped

us a little bit to meet our needs. The modest remuneration of 10,000 lekë a month,

which is the payment I receive as administrator of the kindergarten, is no big deal

compared to the effort and time I devote to it on a daily basis, and the fact that this

kindergarten is located in my property grounds. Still, the salary that I receive helps

me meet several unfulfilled needs, and my family leads a better life. I feel good

because I am contributing to my children’s well-being. The relationship between

my husband and myself has also changed for the better. I am much more

independent than I used to be in having a say about the purchases in the family.

A poor mother from a rural area in Dibra
Source: UNICEF, medium-term assessment of the project “Promotion of social cohesion and
conflict prevention and improving ECD in North Albania”, 2004
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Box 2

Violence against women is growing

A study carried out by forensic medicine experts in Tirana between 2001 and 2003

showed that there was a high incidence of violence exerted against female partners.

The data indicated that there had been an increase in violence during the course of

the study. Seventy-one per cent of cases involving abuse of the female partner

were violent, and in 68 per cent of the cases the victims were homemakers between

20 and 40 years of age with a history of repeated violence. Professor Sokrat Meksi,

who has worked in forensic medicine for many years, stated, “Violence in the

family is growing. In the first years of transition it did not register as high a rate as

at the moment. That it has had an increasing trend over the past five to six years

is extremely worrying.”

Source: Amnesty International, Albania:
Violence against Women in the Family: “It’s not her Shame”, 2005
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Box 3

Evidence provided by mothers on the impact on their children of violence in the family

… My eldest son is always anxious and irritated. He is not sociable and more often

than not bothers other children by breaking their toys.

… My son is aggressive towards the other children. If they don’t let him get his

way, he becomes angry and hits the other children. When at home, he throws

things on the ground … He imitates his father’s behaviour.

… My daughter is not like the other children; she doesn’t like to talk; she never

goes out to play with her girl friends, and I’ve noticed that she keeps her distance

from other children. When her father comes home, she is very frightened and worried.

Source: Adriana Baban, Violence against Women in Family and Society, an explorative study
funded by UNICEF, CIDA and ISOP
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Box 4

Active employment promotion programme for female job-seekers

This programme is designed to actively promote employment among female job-seekers,

aiming at integrating socially-excluded groups of women, including female Roma, women

who are moving closer to the pensionable age or who are disabled or have been

trafficked, into the labour market. Based on the three-year programme, for every

unemployed woman recruited with a regular annual contract the Albanian State will, in

the first year, reimburse the employer to the extent of 75 per cent of the social insurance

contributions and the salaries for four months. In the second year, the employer will be

reimbursed with 85 per cent of the social insurance contributions and the salaries for

six months, while in the third year, the employer will be reimbursed with 100 per cent of

the social insurance contributions and the salaries for eight months. During 2004, only

three such projects were funded, and about 120 poor female job-seekers from north-

eastern Albania were employed.

Source: V. Kolpeja and G. Qosja, Active Labour market Programmes in Albania, June 2006
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