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The Guyana Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey (MICS) was conducted in 2006 
by the Bureau of Statistics to monitor 
the situation of children and women at 
the national and sub-national level.

The primary objectives are:
To provide up-to-date information for •	
assessing the situation of children and 
women;
To furnish data needed for monitoring •	
progress toward the Millennium 
Development Goals, the goals of A 
World Fit For Children (WFFC), and 
other internationally agreed upon 
goals;
To contribute to the improvement of •	
data and monitoring systems in Guyana 
and to strengthen technical expertise 
in the design, implementation, and 
analysis of such systems.



ACRONYMS
ANC 	 Antenatal Care
ECE	 Early Childhood Education 
IMR 	 Infant Mortality Rate 
M 	 Months
MMR	 Measles, Mumps and Rubella
MOD	 Moderate
ORT 	 Oral Rehydration Treatment
SEV	 Severe
TBA	 Traditional Birth Attendant
U5MR 	 Under-5 Morality Rate

Definitions
IMR: (died before first birthday)
U5MR: (died before age 5 years)
Stunting: Too short for age
Wasting: Reduced weight for height
BGG: refers to Tuberculosis
Improved water: piped, wells, spring, 
rain, or bottled 
ANC: attended to during pregnancy by 
skilled health personnel



N.B. All values detailed herein are 
percentages except the mortality figures 
which are per 1,000 live births and the 
gender parity index which is the ratio of 
boys to girls.

Table 1: Household age distribution

AGE GROUPING MALE FEMALE TOTAL

0-17 43.0 40.6 41.8
18+ 57.0 59.4 58.2

<15 63.7 34.3 35.5
15-64 58.8 60.7 59.7
65+ 4.2 4.9 4.5

Table 2: Childhood Mortality

IMR U5MR

Urban Coastal 28.0 34.0
Rural Coastal 38.0 47.0
Interior 49.0 64.0
Total 37.0 47.0



Table 3: Childhood Malnutrition
Stunting

 Mod & Sev Severe
Urban Coastal 11.0 4.5
Rural Coastal 11.9 4.1
Interior 21.3 6.1
Total 13.7 4.6

Underweight
 Mod & Sev Severe
Urban Coastal 13.7 3.8
Rural Coastal 12.5 2.0
Interior 10.6 1.9
Total 12.4 2.3

Wasting
 Mod & Sev Severe
Urban Coastal 10.8 4.2
Rural Coastal 7.9 5.4
Interior 3.3 3.3
Total 7.6 4.8



Table 4: Exclusive breastfeeding
0-3 M 0-5 M

Urban Coastal 31.6 20.9
Rural Coastal 20.9 12.0
Interior 53.4 45.6
Total 31.3 21.4

Table 5: Low birth weight
Below 2500 

grams
Weighed at 

birth
Urban Coastal 17.3 72.9
Rural Coastal 17.9 84.4
Interior 23.7 64.3
Total 18.9 77.8

Table 6: Immunization
BGG MMR Yellow 

Fever
Urban Coastal 100.0 94.8 93.7
Rural Coastal 97.3 95.4 91.0
Interior 97.9 96.4 93.8
Total 98.1 95.4 92.1



Table 7: Diarrhoea & ORT
Diarrhoea ORT

Urban Coastal 7.2 63.5
Rural Coastal 7.9 47.7
Interior 14.5 50.8
Total 8.9 51.7

Table 8: Under 5 years using bed nets
Insecticide-

treated
Not 

treated
0-11 months 36.0 58.7
12-23 months 33.1 62.8
24-35 months 33.9 66.3
36-47 months 32.3 62.6
48-59 months 26.0 63.4
Total 32.2 62.7

Table 9: Contraceptive use
Any method Modern 

method
Urban Coastal 34.4 31.6
Rural Coastal 35.0 34.0
Interior 28.5 27.2
Total 34.2 32.7



Table 10: Antenatal care
ANC (1 or 

more)
ANC 

provider
Urban Coastal 87.2 89.6
Rural Coastal 87.2 97.5
Interior 87.2 97.5
Total 56.7 95.6

Table 11: Skilled delivery assistance 
2000 2006

Urban Coastal 100.0 88.9
Rural Coastal 89.5 90.5
Interior 42.9 54.6
Total 85.6 83.3

Table 12: Delivery attendant
Community 

Health Worker TBA

Urban Coastal 0.0 0.7
Rural Coastal 1.7 2.0
Interior 12.8 1.8
Total 3.4 1.7



Table 13: Use of improved water
2000 2006

Urban Coastal 83.3 97.1
Rural Coastal 88.7 95.9
Interior 44.4 52.4
Total 83.3 91.2

Table 14: Net enrolment ratio
ECE Primary Secondary

Urban Coastal 56.8 97.9 78.4
Rural Coastal 49.8 95.7 66.7
Interior 36.9 95.0 63.0
Total 49.2 96.2 69.4

Table 15: Gender parity index
Primary Secondary

Urban Coastal 1.0 1.1
Rural Coastal 1.0 1.1
Interior 1.0 1.0
Total 1.0 1.1



Table 16: Primary completion and 
transition rate to secondary

Net primary 
completion 

rate

Transition 
rate to 

secondary
Urban Coastal 84.8 80.3
Rural Coastal 65.6 58.8
Interior 69.9 71.0
Total 71.4 67.0

Table 17: Activities that promote 
learning and school readiness

 
Household 
engaged in 

four or more 

Father 
engaged 
in one or 

more  
Urban Coastal 86.0 44.0
Rural Coastal 86.0 55.1
Interior 65.8 49.0
Total 82.3 51.2



Table 18: Children’s learning materials 
3 or more 

children’s 
books 

3 or more 
types of 

playthings

Urban Coastal 73.5 38.1
Rural Coastal 54.0 42.0
Interior 29.8 36.4
Total 54.4 40.0

Table 19: Child protection 

Child labour1
Women 

married 
before 15 

Urban Coastal 9.0 3.1
Rural Coastal 14.9 5.1
Interior 36.1 6.3
Total 16.4 4.6

1 28 hours of domestic work or at least 1 hour 
of economic work (aged 5-11) or 14 hours of 
economic work (aged 12-14) per week



Table 20: Age difference between 
women 20-24 years old and husband/
partner

5-9 years 10 or more 
years

Urban Coastal 36.9 14.6
Rural Coastal 41.3 17.2
Interior 34.9 24.6
Total 39.6 17.6

Table 21: Child discipline
Any form No forms

Urban Coastal 72.4 7.3
Rural Coastal 71.9 9.5
Interior 87.0 2.2
Total 73.8 8.0



Table 22: Domestic violence by wealth 
quintile

Feels husband/partner is 
justified to beat his wife/

partner
Poorest 39.2
Second 19.9
Middle 16.6
Fourth 14.2
Richest 7.0
Total 17.9

Table 23: Comprehensive knowledge 
of HIV/AIDS transmission by wealth 
quintile 

Identify 
2 ways

Identify 3 
misconceptions

Poorest 52.7 43.2
Second 65.6 57.0
Middle 71.6 58.6
Fourth 69.6 66.0
Richest 75.1 74.2
Total 68.0 61.2



Table 24: Testing for HIV/AIDS 
3 ways of 

contracting 
HIV/AIDS

Tested 
for HIV/

AIDS
Urban Coastal 63.8 39.4
Rural Coastal 51.6 29.1
Interior 48.9 25.1
Total 55.0 31.8

Table 25: Mother-to-child transmission
Knows 

AIDS can be 
transmitted 

to unborn 
child

Knows 
all three 

ways

Urban Coastal 92.0 58.4
Rural Coastal 89.7 58.4
Interior 84.5 51.2
Total 89.9 57.7



Table 26: Orphans and vulnerable 
children

Living 
with both 

parents

Not with 
biological 

parent
Urban Coastal 46.9 10.9
Rural Coastal 65.3 10.0
Interior 72.4 9.5
Total 61.6 10.2

Table 27: Orphans living with mother 
only

Father 
alive 

Father 
dead

Urban Coastal 33.1 3.6
Rural Coastal 17.2 2.6
Interior 13.7 1.5
Total 20.8 2.7
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